
schoolofpiping.com Page 1 
 

BOOK REVIEW: Inspiration by Simon Blackshaw 
www.schoolofpiping.com 

 
 
 

 Simon Blackshaw is a fine young piper from Melbourne, Australia whose tunes are already featuring 
in the repertoire of some of the better grade one bands around the world. His first book of tunes 
“Inspiration” is a well presented publication that contains contemporary tunes for the bagpipe.  
There are no strathspeys and only 4 march tunes, most of which are far from traditional in style.  
There are however 3 suites, 10 jigs (including some nice wee 9/8 jigs), 15 hornpipes and 10 Reels, all 
very modern in flavour with hardly a dotted or cut note to be seen. 
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Simon acknowledges Mark Saul as one of his sources of inspiration and the style of tune writing has 
a similarity in its contemporary nature.  The book contains the following tunes: 
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Bands and soloists alike are always seeking quality contemporary music for medleys and concerts 
that break from the traditional idioms and this book is a good source for such tunes. Whether you 
want a small tune to add a key change, or a twist or turn or a feature tune at the start or end of a set, 
these can all be found in this publication. I suspect we are about to hear a lot more of many of these 
tunes. This is certainly a book worth adding to your modern piping collection.  
 
 

You can see more reviews and articles at http://www.schoolofpiping.com/ 
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