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Pipe Major Brett Tidswell  of the City of Adelaide Pipe Band has a reputation as some-one 

who wouldnôt attend an event without being 100% prepared. He uses the Bag-piper Case 

from Lyons Highland Supplies and although it holds an amazing quantity of stuff, there is a 

lot of room left for more! 

So, for some-one who is a top solo competitor as well as pipe major of a top class band, what 

sort of equipment would he keep in his case? 

¶ A set of full silver mounted bagpipes, wrapped in a towel. 

¶ Full silver mounted long Naill practice chanter. 

¶ 2 Sinclair wooden band chanters with ebony caps. 

¶ 1 Naill wooden solo chanter with ebony cap. 

¶ 1 Naill plastic solo chanter with ebony cap (For setting up reeds). 

¶ 4 boxes of band chanter reeds. 

¶ 2 ñpipers palò boxes of personal chanter reeds. 

¶ 1 box of practice chanter reeds. 

¶ 1 spare set of drone reeds. 



¶ 1 extra spare bass drone reed. 

¶ 1 experimental bass drone reed (made by Ross Bates). 

¶ Korg CA-30 tuner with microphone. 

¶ Saul Tuner. 

¶ A metronome. 

¶ 1 set of musicianôs custom made ear plugs. 

¶ A sponge (For hot days). 

¶ A container of spare drone reed blades. 

¶ 2 sets of cane drone reeds. 

¶ 2 silver polishing cloths. 

¶ 2 biro pens and a laser pointer. 

¶ A set of band business cards. 

¶ A stick for cleaning stocks. 

¶ A rifle cleaning rod for bores. 

¶ A roll of dental floss (For seating reeds). 

¶ 1 pair of needle nose pliers. 

¶ 3 rolls of chanter tape. 

¶ 1 spare Moose valve. 

¶ 2 bags of spare rubber o rings for canisters. 

¶ 1 bag of spare o rings from drone bridles. 

¶ 1 set of keys to the band rooms. 

¶ Folder of band music. 

WOODEN BOX/ MAINTENANCE KIT containing the following:  

¶ Roll of yellow waxed hemp. 

¶ Container of cork grease. 

¶ Container of beeswax and paraffin oil lubricant. 

¶ Roll of Teflon tape. 

¶ Roll of black waxed hemp. 

¶ Tube of zipper lubricant. 

¶ A knob of bees wax. 

¶ A utility knife. 

¶ A small pair of scissors. 

¶ A pair of tweezers. 

¶ Small bag of rubber flapper valves. 

¶ Fine grade sand paper. 

¶ 3 corner file. 

¶ Scalpel. 

¶ Rat tail file. 

¶ 10 rubber stoppers. 

¶ Spare batteries for tuners. 



¶ Roll of gaffer tape. 

¶ Container of dental bands. 

¶ Numerous spare bridles of various sizes and types. 

¶ Spare scalpel blades. 

¶ Safety pins. 

¶ Pap smear brushes for cleaning holes, chanter throats etc. 

 

There is a lot more of this type of information to be found in Brett Tidswellôs outstanding 

book, ñThe Complete Pipers Handbookò which funds the freely available School of Piping 

website and is available here: http://www.schoolofpiping.com/handbook.htm 
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