
THE PAPER CLIP REED GAUGE 

The paper clip reed gauge is used to hold open the tongue of a cane reed to set the desired 

strength. It is more effective than placing a hair under the tongue, as is common practice as it 

has more control over the tongue. It can also control volume particularly in the bass drone. 

 

You will need a cane drone reed. The one shown here is a MacBean reed. It has a brass insert 

in the open end to prevent crushing, a unique seating method and an epoxy sealed closed end. 

The only other thing you need of course is a paper clip! 

 



The paper clip is then bent into the shape shown above and then inserted into the open end of 

the reed as shown below. 

 

The paper clip is inserted to a point just beyond the bridle. 

 


